The crystal structure is shown in the figure. (Solvent molecules and hydrogen atoms at the organic ligands are omitted for clarity.) Tables 1 and 2 contain details on crystal structure and measurement conditions and a list of the atoms including atomic coordinates and displacement parameters.
CrystalClear [1] , SHELX [2] Afterwards, a methanol solution (10 mL) of pyridine-2,6-dicarboxylic acid (0.017 g, 0.1 mmol) and triethylamine (0.020 g, 0.20 mmol) were added to the solution. After stirring for 2.5 h, the filtrate of the resulting solution was allowed to stand at room temperature for slow evaporation. Colorless and needle crystals formed after 3 days.
Experimental details
The methyl groups were idealized and refined using rigid groups allowed to rotate about the N-C bond (with the SHELX program). The U iso values of the hydrogen atoms of methyl groups were set to 1.5 Ueq(C) and the U iso values of all other hydrogen atoms were set to 1.2 Ueq(C). The one oxygen of methanol (O7) is disordered with occupancies of 0.6 and 0.4.
Discussion
Histidine imidazole plays an important role in the synthesis of numerous metalloproteins. [6] . The central Zn(II) of them are five-coordinate in distorted trigonal bipyramidal geometry. Different from the above, in this study, we report the crystal structure of a complex in which Zn(II) is six-coordinate. Pyridine-2,6-dicarboxylate (dipic) can act as a bidentate, tridentate and bridging ligand [7] . In combination with Zn(II) dipic often act as a tridentate ligand. 
